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ON SATURDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 19, INFORMATION OFFICER 

RECEIVED PHONE CALL AT RESIDENCE FROM MININFO REQUESTING THAT HE COME 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO OFFICES OF ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY (ENA) TO 

PICK UP "IMPORTANT NEWS RELEASE" ISSUED BY PROVISIONAL MILITARY 

COUNCIL (PMC). 

"NEWS RELEASE" TURNED OUT TO BE PMC EDICT CALLING FOR UPDATING 
OF PRESS CREDENTIALS FOR ALL RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS. 

REASON FOR THIS, ACCORDING TO PMC ANNOUNCEMENT, IS THAT SOME 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS "WHO WERE EXPECTING BLOODSHED AND CHAOS 
WERE DISAPPOINTED TO FIND ONLY PEACE AND TRANQUILITY EVEN DURING THE 
CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT.." ANNOUNCEMENT SAID THESE REPORTERS 
"DELIBERATELY MAGNIFIED THE TRIVIAL AND AND INSIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF 
THIS HISTORIC CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT TO FIT THEIR PRECONCEIVED 
NOTIONS.." 

TWO PAGE ANNOUNCEMENT CONCLUDES BY SAYING, "SOME FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS HAVE BEEN ACCREDITED UNDER ONE NAME WITHOUT EVEN 
NOTIFYING THE ACCREDITED AGENCY OF SUCH PRACTICES. WE ARE THERE- 
FORE REQUESTING ALL FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS TO BE ACCREDITED AGAIN AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE BY FILLING OUT THE ATTACHED FORMS. IF YOU REPRESENT 
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NEWSPAPER, OR RADIO." 

COMMENT 

ALTHOUGH MANY OF RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS AND PRESS ATTACHES 
GATHERED AT ENA ON SATURDAY WERE GRUMBLING ABOUT " REPRESSSIVE 
MEASURES WHICH TYPIFIED PREVIOUS REGIME", PROFUSION OF INNACURATE 
AND EXAGGERATED REPORTS THAT HAVE BEEN EMANATING FROM ADDIS IN 
RECENT WEEKS MORE THAN EXPLAINS THIS ACTION ON PART OF NEW 
GOVERNMENT. WORST OFFENDERS HAVE BEEN AFP, REUTERS AND 
GERMAN RADIO, ALL OF WHOM HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF PRECIPITOUSLY 
SENDING OUT STORIES BASED SOLELY ON RUMORS. FOR AFP, WHICH 
HAS ALWAYS HAD AN UNSAVORY REPUTATION HERE AND ELSEWHER, THIS 
IS NOTHING NEW. REUTERS, HOWEVER, HAS USUALLY BEEN ACCURATE AND 
RELIABLE BECAUSE THEIR RESIDENT CORRESPONDENT IS AN OLD ETHIOPIAN 
HAND AND HAS A WIDE RANGE OF CONTACTS. THE REASON FOR THIS 
TURNABOUT IS THE ARRIVAL ON THE SCENE OF ONE OR TWO REUTERS MEN, 

WHO ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE ETHIOPIAN RUMOR MILL AND ARE 
SENDING OUT STORIES BASED ON UNRELIABLE SOURCES. AT A TIME 
WHEN THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO ESTABLISH A SOLID FOOTHOLD AND 
OBTAIN MUCH NEEDED FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND SUPPORT, IT IS QUITE 
OBVIOUS THEY 

WILL NOT TOLERATE DISTORTED REPORTS OF WHAT, UP UNTIL NOW AT LEAST, 
HAS 

BEEN A RELATIVELY SMOOTH AND PEACEFUL TRANSITIONAL PERIOD. 

LEWIS 
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